
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the 
Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, 
“But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of 
the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh 
and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, 
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven.” Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the 
Christ.


Matthew 16:13–20


There’s been a shift in the ministry of Jesus. He has announced just before this he will do no 
more public signs and miracles, except for the sign of Jonah. And now he asks, “who do 
people say that I am?”


We’ve seen the foundation of the church is the person and work of Christ on our behalf. He is 
the Christ, truly and truly God. This has been revealed by the apostles and prophets in the New 
Testament to us.


We’ve seen founder of the church is no man, but Christ himself. It’s his church; he’s the builder.


We saw last week what we are prescribed to do as the church- not neglect meeting together, 
encouraging one another, and proclaiming the gospel.


Now, we finish the series with the Final Completion of the Church, which is to say, the sure 
promise of our Lord Jesus that he will fulfill all that he sets out to do.


Brothers and sister, this morning, your Father in heaven would have you hear the words of 
Jesus his Son, by his Holy Spirit, which breathed out this book and put steel in your spine.


He wants to give the the greatest promise.

“I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”


The Promise 

And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it.

Matthew 16:18


Peter’s confession that 


He is more than a prophet

He is better than just a great teacher

He is not just a way of living, he is the only Way to the Father

He is not the one who makes it so God can love us, it is because of the love of God that the 
Son in willing agreement with the Father came to earth to make the love of God manifest

He is not just a miracle worker

He is not simply a man full of the Holy Spirit 




He is not a forerunner to the Messiah. He is not one among many. He IS THE Anointed One. 
The Messiah. The one who will save his people.


He is the Son of Man and He is the Son of God. Which is not to say created, but eternally 
begotten of the Father. He is of the same essence of the Father. He is truly divine, draped in 
humanity.


upon this confession and through the apostolic and prophetic teachings that all speak in one 
accord, Christ will build his church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it.


Now we must understand that term in v18- ‘gates of hell’ (pulai hadou)

-the term if you look at your footnote in the ESV, is gates of Hades.

-the idea of Hades here “corresponds to the Hebrew sheol, refer[ing] here to the abode of the 
dead, not to eternal hell.” 
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-gates of hades is an idiom for the domain of death.

-the big idea behind here is death and all the forces of death will not stop it.


Christ says, death and all the forces of death will not stop this church.


Death

We must have a holistic and biblical idea of death so that we don’t have a truncated gospel

1. Death is our what we deserve 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” Romans 6:23


2. The Devil has the power of death  
“Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the 
same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that 
is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong 
slavery.” Hebrews 2:14–15 
-he can tempt us, rightfully accuse us, and therefore point to our condemnation


3. Death is our final enemy 
“The last enemy to be destroyed is death.” 1 Corinthians 15:26


So, for the gates of hell to not prevail against the church: our sins need a propitiation, the devil 
must be silenced, death must be defeated.


So in what way will the gates of hell not prevail?


Remember the sign of Jonah. Jonah went down into Sheol and three days later came back to 
the land of the living. Christ has said he will do no sign but the sign of Jonah.

-signif. point for us: look to this sign to know who Christ truly is.

-we must be cross-centered Christians


Christ’s will go on in just a few verses to explain to his disciples he must die & then rise again 
on the third day. 


Church, Christ will build his Church and the gates of hell-all the forces of death and evil will not 
prevail because the builder will lay down his life. And “We know that Christ, being raised from 
the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.” Romans 6:9


In the Cross We Have


 John MacArthur, Matthew 16-23, 32.1



1) a penal substitutionary atonement (2 Cor 5:21)

2) a moral example (1 John 3:16)

3) a disarming of the devil (Col 2:13-15)

4) a vicarious victory in Christ (Heb 2:14)


You see, the cross is a multi-faceted jewel that shines and glimmers every way you turn it.


The end goal of the cross is victory over sin, death, and the devil- so that we would be his 
people and he would be our God. 
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The absolutely necessary means are Christ’s substitutionary death in our place. To defeat 
death and yet have the wrath of God remain on us for sins unpaid for would be no good news. 
We need the death of one in our place and an alien righteousness to ourselves.


And in the cross, are we not also, once saved, so given a vision of glory for how to love?


So Christ’s death is not simply any one of these in isolation, nor should they be pitted against 
one another, and the grounds for Christ’s death and resurrection is substitution.


So it is in Christ’s death and resurrection that we have assurance that the church will never die.


Not only does he give us a promise, but he gives the keys of the kingdom to bind and loose


The Promise Bound or Loosed


I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall 
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

Matthew 16:19


Binding sidenote:

-these verses are not about binding Satan. We must remember we are dealing with the gates of 
hades (realm of death), not eternal hell

Satan will one day be bound (Rev. 20). we can stand in Christ and pray in the Spirit (Eph 6)

-does he just keep getting loose?

-Satan is not in the foresights here, but he will actually come up in a few verses where Peter 
rebukes Jesus for saying he must die.


We’d be wise to not look to our own authority/words in s. warfare, but rather stick close to the 
gospel, and look to God for all power and authority- standing in the strength of the his might, 
putting on spiritual armor (which is rehearsing the gospel), crying out to Almighty God


The historic confession of the Church 

What is the Office of the Keys? 
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The preaching of the Holy Gospel and Christian discipline; by these two the Kingdom of 
Heaven is opened to believers and shut against unbelievers.


So how might this work out? 

In Acts 15, it was the assurance that Gentiles didn’t have to become Jewish to be Christian.

Today, it will look primarily like assurance that we are or are not in the faith.


 https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/what-makes-a-full-atonement-full/2
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https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/what-makes-a-full-atonement-full/


Do you want to know if you’ll defeat death?

How can you be assured you are truly a Christian?


"Jesus delegates authority to human leaders in the church who are called to govern his church 
on earth, under his ultimate authority, through the application of his Word.” -ESV Study Bible


This is not papal authority. It is all founded upon the Word of God that has been breathed out.


-To the one who is troubled by their sin: have you trusted in the gospel of Jesus Christ? There 
is a sure promise that lays outside of you. It is not about how much faith you have, but where 
you have placed your faith.

-To the one who has made peace with their sin: you will not be able to walk in open rebellion to 
God, unrepentant and receive assurance that you are saved. You cannot make a lifestyle of sin. 
You shall not use the name of the Lord your God in vain.

-The one who has repented of their sins and trusted in Christ shall be saved.


So on a personal level, we’re to enact discipline with one another. Bring the sins you have seen 
in another to them so that you might win your brother or sister back.

-encourage one another of signs of grace you see in each other’s life.


On an ecclesiastical level, the elders of this church have been entrusted to watch over your 
souls and that means admitting people publicly into the church, giving the covenant meal of 
our faith, and in necessary situations, helping people recognize that a Christian will not be 
unrepentant in their sin. It follows the procedure of Matthew 18.


By this exercise of the keys of the kingdom, we have greater assurance that we are genuine. 

-it is not just. by sanct. but being able to recognize the beautiful fruits of just.


So Christ’s Church will defeat death and all it’s powers. Christ has given his church the keys


But how does this all come together?

-I said this is the promise you long for.


How the Promise Heals 
We all taste the bitter cup of sin in life.


Some of us are so weighed down by guilt and shame for the things we’ve done.

Some of us have hearts that ache because of ones whom we’ve loved have died

Some of us have dreams that feel dashed. Your greatest hope, your good desire has been 
taken from you or it’s never even been within your full grasp.

Some of us are mid-chase of a dream and our adrenaline is pumping and we’re convinced if 
we can just get into the right career, if we can just make the right schooling happen, if we can 
just find our passion, that longing we have in our souls will be satisfied.


In love I want you to know: all of those longings, hurts, cracked dreams- you won’t be able to 
find satisfaction in this life. Death has not yet been defeated and all your own dreams and 
hopes will be stained by death and never enough.


But in Christ, being found in the life of his Bride, you can a promise that be a salve to the cuts 
on your soul, a sure fulfillment of all your longings, a love that is stronger than the grave.


So I don’t know what it is; what dream your chasing, what hurt you have, what ache exists




Moses- saw the back of God pass before him

-led the Israelites out of Egypt

-wandered in the desert for 40 years

-God took him to an overlook on the cusp of the Promise Land

-do you see it Moses? You will not enter. 

-And Moses said, okay. I want to go and be home with you.


Elijah -the most powerful prophet since Moses

-conquered all the prophets of Baal at Mt. Carmel

-the forerunner to the Messiah

-was wildly disappointed when Israel didn’t turn to Yahweh after he defeated the prophets of 
Baal.

-I alone am faithful. I alone haven’t bent my knee

-God says, okay you have one last task- anoint these two kings and pass on your mantle to 
Elisha. And God takes him home in a chariot of fire. 


Two men, their greatest dreams don’t come to happen.


And Jesus says I am the Christ. I will build my Church and the gates of hell will not prevail.

And he says don’t tell anyone I am the Messiah, because no one would understand

And then he explains how he must suffer and die and rise again on the third day

And Peter rebukes, and he explains to his disciples how every one of us must take up his cross

And it’s all building to Matthew 17 where Jesus’ glory will shine forth. Who is this Christ? 


He is the fulfillment of all our longings- to see glory itself, life itself, love itself effusing from the 
Author of all life, the glory of glories, the light of lights, the one who is love.


And who’s there? Moses and Elijah. Those aches of devastated dreams are healed as they are 
with the one who will bring Moses into the Promised Land, fully restored. With the one who will 
save all true Israel. And they see that it is all worth it and God is always wise.


And if you are in Christ, you will see him one one day as he is. Death will not defeat you. Your 
sin will lie in the heart of the sea, never to be seen again. Your body won’t ache. And you will 
see that all those longings were longings for Christ.


Individually

1. go all in on the church. Christ’s church is invincible. Not a non-profit. Not a college. No job

2. find healing in this promise, not outside of it

3. death, sin, shame, unfulfilled dreams


Corporately

What are we about?

-we teach the Bible the inerrant Word of God

-we preach the gospel of Jesus Christ for his glory

-we submit our lives to his Word.


Ultimately, it’s not about Reality Carpinteria

It’s not about ultimately our way of doing things.

It’s not about any person in this church.

Reality Carp could one day fold and cease to exist and you know what? Christ’s Church will go 
on. Never die. The man goes down and the message goes forth.




No one is going to be talking about a single one of us in this room 100 years from now. But if 
he tarries, you know who they will be singing the glories of? Christ.


The bride eyes not her garment,

But her dear Bridegrooms face;

I will not gaze at glory

But on my King of grace.

Not at the crown He giveth

But on His pierced hand;

The Lamb is all the glory

Of Emmanuels land.


So we can say with Samuel Rutherford


