
The Founder of the Church

Matthew 16:13-18 

Greeting
• good morning!

• just finished the book Ruth, 

• and before we head into the Fall and into another book of the Bible together, we’re going to 
spend 4 weeks in a passage in Matthew 16

• wanted to take 4 or so weeks, and camp together on an essential passage of the New 
Testament 

Matthew 16:13-20
• this passage has been referred to as the climax of his teaching ministry 

• and in it, he reveals, for the first time, the concept of the Church, the people of God

• in these verses are the foundational truths that establish Jesus’ church

• and our prayer is as we learn from Jesus here, the Spirit of God would work these truths deep 
into our marrow, here at Reality Carpinteria 

• we will be outlining these 4 weeks like this

• vs 13-18 (The Founder of the Church)

• vs 16-19 (The Foundation of the Church)

• vs 18-19 (The Function of the Church)

• vs 18-20 (The Final Completion of the Church)

Read The Whole Text (16:13-20) & Pray
• thank you for your Word

• we don’t rely on flesh and blood

• we don’t rely on our own human understanding

• we need divine revelation

• and we have it in your Word

• thank you for how it shows us You, and Your Son
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• Spirit, teach us this morning

• illuminate our minds, help us see what is here, clear away all the false ideas we have, 
transform us according to your truth

• build a confidence in us in the promises in these verses

Intro (Series Graphic Up)

I will build my church

• “I” 
• Jesus is speaking

• the most essential truth to understand about a true Church is this: Jesus is the head.

• “And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead, that in everything he might be preeminent” Colossians 1:18

• who is running this thing?

• Jesus

• who is setting the vision?

• Jesus

• the buck stops where?

• with Jesus

• who has the authority?

• Jesus

• this is a truth so believed in and preached so faithfully over the years by our human 
founding pastor, Pastor Britt 

• this is Jesus’ church, he is the senior pastor

• now, Jesus, in his Word, has appointed biblically qualified elders, to make sure that we are 
staying faithful to Jesus, to His Word

• but the authority of any elder, of any pastor only goes so far as they are faithful to Jesus

�2



• now, because Jesus is the head, the most serious thing than can happen to any church, or any 
person in the church, is to be cut off from the head

• “Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, going on in 
detail about visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind, and not holding fast 
to the Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints 
and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God” Colossians 2:18-19

• together, as a church, we must do everything to hold fast to the head

• as we do that, we grow, with a growth that comes from God

• “will”
• did you know Jesus’ church will be built

• it is not up in the air, it is not in question

• when Jesus speaks a promise, he makes sure it gets done

• when we get disconnected from Jesus, we can quickly become concerned about all manner of 
things

• like Peter who saw Jesus walking on the water, and began to walk on the water towards 
Jesus, but when he saw the wind and the waves, he began to sink, for he took his eyes 
off of Jesus!

• church, Jesus is not intimidated by any wind or waves

• he is fully able to accomplish his plans 

• this week I read this statement by a pastor

• “God is not dependent upon us for anything. We are dependent upon Him for everything”

• the building of the church is not dependent on anyone but Jesus

• one of our favorite bible verses is Psalm 46, “be still and know that I am God”

• we only quote the first half of the verse!

• look at the whole verse

• ““Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted 
in the earth!” Psalm 46:10

• be still! I will be exalted in the nations! 

• “build”
• “I will build”

• hear Jesus say to us this morning - you don’t build my church, I do
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• church, we are not the builders, we are built

• we are not the architect, we are the materials

• we are not the stone layer, we are the stones

• we think so highly of ourselves!

• nowhere in the entire Bible does God tell people to build his kingdom, or to build his 
church

• God builds his kingdom, God builds his church

• “Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless the LORD 
watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain” Psalm 127:1

• ““Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom” 
Luke 12:32

• are you saying we have no place here? we’re not supposed to do anything

• remember, you are built, you have a place

• with Christ as the head, you are still a member of the body

• you must function, and play your part, but it is only as a member of the church, never as a  
builder of the church

• doesn’t that make us insignificant?

• well, yes and no

• Paul wrote to a divided Corinthian church, over which leader and which teacher to follow:

• “What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the 
Lord assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So 
neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the 
growth” 1 Corinthians 3:5-7

• we have been assigned various gifts and roles, and we should be faithful, but let us 
have no allusions, we cannot bring any growth, only God

• does God want to use us, yes of course!

• but does God need to use us? no 

• “my”
• this is Jesus’ church

• hear Jesus - Reality Carp, this is not your church. It is mine

• this church belongs not to any minister or any group of people, it belongs to Jesus
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• we are his

• it is so precious to Jesus, called his bride 

• it is so precious, it was purchased with his own blood

• “Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own 
blood” Acts 20:28

• “church”
• the word Church is “ekklesia” in the original language 

• that word means “those who have been called out”

• we have been uniquely called out of the world, to gather around our head, Jesus

• this is no mere organization

• no CEOs

• not built on worldly principles or wisdom, but the gospel, the wisdom of God

• not run by worldly principles, not by power or might but by my Spirit says the Lord 

• “Church planting and church establishing is supernatural work, or it is not the church 
that gets built, but only a human organization.” John Piper

• this is a sacred, holy, supernatural thing

• Paul goes on to say that the church is also God’s temple. 

• in some incredible way, the Old Testament temple has been replaced with the people of 
God.

• when Jesus died on the cross, the veil in the temple was torn, and now the Spirit of God 
dwells within his people

• “Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? If 
anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple is holy, and 
you are that temple” 1 Corinthians 3:16-17

• the church is a gathering of people

• but it is not a gathering for people

• it is a gathering for God

• when we worship - we come to worship God, not people
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• when we view worship as for us, we are really worshipping ourselves

• when we come to hear God’s Word with ourselves as the great end, we are really 
worshipping ourselves, not turning to hear from God

• we should never say “what did you get out of church?”

• rather, we should ask, “what worship did you give to God today”

• the church is a holy place, a place that exists for the glory of God

• *this promise of Jesus found in verse 18, “I will build my church”

• …comes in a conversation he was having with his disciples. 

• in fact a very important conversation, it’s been said the climax of his entire 
teaching ministry is here in these 8 verses.

• want to spend the rest of our time together looking at the first 3 of those verses 
- because they are all about the glory of Jesus, the founder of this church and 
every true and faithful Church

• we’re just going to spend our time looking at our glorious savior Jesus as he is 
revealed in his Word 

*Jesus begins his conversation with his disciples with a question:

Verse 13 “Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, 
he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”

• I want you to notice the term Jesus uses for himself when he asks this question: who do people say 
that the son of man is

• “the son of man” - was Jesus’ most used title when referring to himself, used over 80 times in 
the New Testament 

• this title comes from a prophecy of the coming Messiah in Daniel 7, and when Jesus uses it for 
himself, he is identifying himself with the one who is seen in Daniel 7

• “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a 
son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. And to 
him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and 
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languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not 
pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed” Daniel 7:13-14

• when Jesus asks, who do people say that the Son of Man is?

• he is saying who do people say that I am? what do they say of me?

• Jesus isn’t asking as an insecure narcissist, “what do people think about me?”

• he is getting his disciples to realize there are all kinds of opinions out there about him

• when we seek to know Jesus and who he is, we must be aware that not everything that is 
said and taught about him is true

• not every opinion and new idea about Jesus’ identity can be true

Verse 14 “ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, others say 
Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets”
• John the Baptist

• remember, he was a great prophet, who was actually killed by the king Herod

• and yet some people had the idea, that Jesus was John the Baptist reincarnate 

• Herod himself thought this about Jesus 

• Elijah

• the greatest prophet, he is Elijah come again, new Elijah would come again before the 
messiah

• Jeremiah

• Jeremiah was known as the weeping prophet

• Jesus has grieved over the people of God, and their rebellion against God

• one of the prophets

• maybe just another one of the prophets 

• now…it’s worth saying, these are all honorable opinions of Jesus!

• but it is also worth noticing this fact: though people had honorable thoughts about Jesus, they 
were not the correct thoughts, they were, in fact, far too low
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• “Note, It is possible for men to have good thoughts of Christ, and yet not right ones, a 
high opinion of him, and yet not high enough” Matthew Henry

• now what if Jesus were to come and have this conversation with us?
• if Jesus were to spend lunch with you today, and were to ask you, what do people say that 

Jesus is today, in the 21st century?

• a good teacher

• came to bring us primarily truth about living

• how to have a better life, marriage, family, career

• how to think rightly about the world, and to love people

• an upright moral example 

• shows us how to care for people

• to care for justice, and the poor and marginalized 

• to confront unjust systems and oppression

• to show us how to serve people

• to show us how to have a better relationship with God

• maybe even a prophet?

• maybe someone who was even sent by God, to give us divine truth from God

• religiously significant

• a contributor to the wealth of spiritual knowledge 

• you see, people today are not that different from people back then…

• you will be hard pressed to find someone who says something absolutely negative about the 
man Jesus Christ 

*but then Jesus asks the most significant question any human being will ever face

Verse 15 “He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?”
• not just what do people say, but who do YOU say that I am?

• each of us much answer this question for ourselves

• this is the ultimate question
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• one commentator put it like this: “everyone will be pinned against the wall of eternity and 
forced to answer this question”

• an old Christian author, said it this way: “what comes into our minds when we think about God 
is the most important thing about us” Tozer

• this morning, who do you say that Jesus is?

• nothing matters more than the honest answer to that question 

*under that great pressure, Peter speaks up and replies:

Verse 16 “Simon Peter replied, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God”

“You are the Christ"

• though the crowds thought he was a prophet, a forerunner to the messiah…Peter declared he was 
more: He was the Messiah

• ‘Cristos’ - is a translation of the Hebrew word Messiah

• Messiah means “Anointed One”, and referred to kings and prophets in the Old Testament

• If you remember, king David was anointed as a young boy, and was told he would 
become king one day

• many years later, as an old man, King David had a prophet come to him, and God told 
David through this prophet that there would come another king through David’s line, and 
that David’s throne would be established forever

• this would be the truly Anointed One, the Messiah 

• and so the Jews awaited the coming king, who would sit on David’s throne, who would 
rule and reign and conquer all of Israel’s enemies 

• Peter is saying - “though all the others do not believe you are the messiah, I do. You 
are the coming Anointed One, the King of Kings. You are the Christ, the Messiah.

*and not just the Messiah…

“The Son of the Living God” 

• son of God

• all throughout this book, we have seen Jesus fulfill Israel’s role as the son of God in a way they 
never could

• Came out of Egypt
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• “and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had 
spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” Matthew 2:15

• At his baptism, passing through the Red Sea

• "and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased.” Matthew 3:17

• His Temptation in the wilderness

• If you are the Son of God…temptation…Jesus resists.

• Living God

• we’ll get more into the context of Caesarea Philippi in a few weeks, but suffice it to say they 
were in an area full of idols and false gods. There were many carvings of these gods in stone 
all around them

• and Peter is saying - these gods are dead gods, merely etched in stone by human hands

• you are the Son of the Living God, the True God, the only God

• every other religion is willing to give some credit to Jesus…

• but what makes Christianity absolutely unique, is our understanding of Jesus

• he is not just a prophet, he is the Son of God, he is God himself, the 2nd member of the Trinity

• Mormons believe…Jesus is just a god

• Jehovahs’ Witness’ believe…Jesus is just a god

• Muslims believe…Jesus is just a prophet

• Hindus believe…Jesus is just a prophet

• The Secular world believes…Jesus was a good man, a good teacher, an inspiring 
example

• if we see Jesus for who he is, more than a teacher, a prophet, an example…if we see Jesus as the 
Messiah, the Son of the Living God, it absolutely will change everything about your life

• you can’t believe there is someone who came to rescue you from your sin and rebellion 
against God, who is actually the Son of God, God himself, who died on the cross and rose 
again and gives you new life, who becomes Your God and Your Messiah, Your Lord and 
Master, and then go on with your life as it was…

• you simply cannot

• to see Jesus for who he really is, Savior, the Son of God: is for your entire existence to 
change, your worldview to change, your priorities to change. 

*and yet, seemingly, so many people believe these truths at least theoretically, right? 
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*which is why the next verse is so critical: because these things about Jesus are not just to be agreed 
with, heard and accepted…

Verse 17 “And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father 
who is in heaven”

• you cannot come to know Jesus, and who he truly is, unless God reveals this truth to 
you

• Christianity is a supernatural thing

• to see Jesus for who he is, is a miraculous event

• “Yet men make no discovery of the Lord’s true character by their own guesswork: only 
those to whom he reveals himself will ever know him” Charles Spurgeon

• Peter’s understanding, and confession of Jesus’ true identity was a miracle

• first of all, it is miraculous because no one else saw it

• Jesus just hasn’t been like the Messiah everyone has been waiting for

• though he had incredible divine powers…

• he wasn’t delivering Israel from the Roman Oppression

• he wasn’t meeting their expectations 

• he wasn’t one who was using his power to establish his earthly kingdom, in fact every 
time he seemed to get momentum, he moved on, he drove the crowds away…it just 
didn’t make sense

• but Peter knew - this was the Messiah

• and he only knew because God worked a miracle: he revealed this truth to Peter

• flesh and blood could not reveal this truth to Peter’s heart

• the world had their own, human, natural opinions about who Jesus was

• but Peter had seen Jesus up close, and he had heard Jesus’ teaching, and the Spirit of God 
made it clear to Peter in this moment

• but it is significant that Peter didn’t realize this with his own flesh and blood, his own reasoning, 
his own personal piety 

• it had to be revealed to him by God
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1) You must be born again
• Christianity is no flesh and blood religion

• true Christianity is no familial thing

• true Christianity is no cultural thing

• true Christianity is not merely an intellectual thing

• you must be born again

• God must open the eyes of your heart to behold the glory of Jesus

• flesh and blood cannot receive this on its own - it must be revealed by the Power of God

• who Jesus truly is must be revealed to you

• not just getting a theology test right

• not just spitting out the correct thing

• has to be true to our hearts, revealed from heaven, born again

• Wonder at this with me church: your salvation has no human explanation 

• if you have been truly saved, born again, God on high revealed the true identity of Jesus to 
you

• The Problem

• “The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to 
him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned” 1 
Corinthians 2:14

• The Solution

• “For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” 2 Corinthians 4:6

*this experience comes through Divine Revelation

2) God has chosen to reveal himself through his Word
• we are not apostles, God does not directly give us revelation like he did to Peter

• but through them, the apostles teaching - we have received the New Testament, the very 
Word of God

• the Bible, God-breathed, revelation from God!

• we are a people of Revelation, of the Book

• this could not be more critical
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• we do not have the authority or ability to decide for ourselves what Jesus is like

• the right answer to the question: what is Jesus like, must be given to us from God

• when we say things like “I don’t think God would do that…the God I know would never 
do this or that…” we have no authority behind us!

• the only way to know who God is, what Jesus is like, is through revealed truth 

Why Does This Matter?
• why all of this theology and explanation of who Jesus is?

• nothing matters more to our Church, than to know who the person Jesus Christ is

• nothing matters more to your own life, than to know who the person Jesus Christ is

• only one thing can kill your spiritual life - 

• being cut off from the true person of Jesus

• only one thing can kill this church

• being cut off from the true person of Jesus

• We must make it our great end as a church, to pursue the knowledge of Jesus

• to know him & his Word

• You must make it your great end as a Christian, to pursue the knowledge of Jesus

• to know him & his Word

• He is everything to us

• “Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ” Philippians 3:8

Pray

Call to Worship

• communion, prayer, worship
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