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So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her, and the LORD 
gave her conception, and she bore a son. Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be 
the LORD, who has not left you this day without a redeemer, and may his name be 
renowned in Israel! He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age, 
for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has given 
birth to him.” Then Naomi took the child and laid him on her lap and became his nurse. 
And the women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born to 
Naomi.” They named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.


Now these are the generations of Perez: Perez fathered Hezron, Hezron fathered Ram, 
Ram fathered Amminadab, Amminadab fathered Nahshon, Nahshon fathered Salmon, 
Salmon fathered Boaz, Boaz fathered Obed, Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered 
David.


Ruth 4:13–22


Sweet Providence (v13-17) 

Our verses could well be summarized with two words; sweet providence. What is sweet 
providence?

It is the fruit of the fact that “God works all things together for the good of those who love him 
and are called according to his purposes.” Romans 8:28; “him who works all things according 
to the counsel of his will.” Ephesians 1:11


It is for the Christian our deepest comfort. No matter how dark a day gets, God is at work. It 
means that as difficult as it is to understand bitter providence-that God is still sovereign in the 
greatest tragedies of life, he is truly at work to provide good. Providence is the bitter and sweet 
together- all things. We delineate the two to emphasize how amazing God’s work is in 
purposing for good what was purposed for evil.


Think of Father Abraham who gives us the first glimpse of providence. RC Sproul paints the 
scene for us:


“The first time we find the word providence in the Old Testament is in the narrative of 
Abraham’s offering of Isaac upon the altar. God called Abraham to take his son Isaac, 
whom he loved, to a mountain and offer him as a sacrifice. Quite naturally, Abraham 
anguished under a great internal struggle with God’s command, and as Abraham 
prepared to obey, Isaac asked him, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the 
lamb for a burnt offering?” (Gen. 22:7). Abraham replied, “God will provide for himself 
the lamb for a burnt offering, my son” (v. 8). Abraham spoke here of Jehovah jireh, “God 
will provide.” That is the first time the Bible speaks of God’s providence, which has to 
do with God’s making a provision for our needs. And of course, this passage looks 
forward to the ultimate provision He has made by virtue of His divine sovereignty, the 
supreme Lamb who was sacrificed on our behalf.”

-RC Sproul 
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Sweet Providence for Ruth (v13) 

So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her, and the LORD 
gave her conception, and she bore a son.

Ruth 4:13
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The woman who entered the story foreign, widowed, childless, vulnerable, and poor is now 
brought into the family of God. Redeemed from her debt. Loved, treasured, and cherished. She 
who was childless for 10 years has been given conception. She has a son. She is rich in God.


If you have been wooed by the grace of God to turn from your sin and trust in Christ as Lord 
and Savior, you have been brought into this kind of love. God has not just wiped your sins off a 
board in some far off land. He has pledged himself to you. Brought you into his family. 


How can we be absolutely sure? We’ll see soon enough who this son of Ruth is.


Sweet Providence for Naomi (v14-16) 

Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day 
without a redeemer, and may his name be renowned in Israel! He shall be to you a 
restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age, for your daughter-in-law who loves you, 
who is more to you than seven sons, has given birth to him.” Then Naomi took the child 
and laid him on her lap and became his nurse.

Ruth 4:14-16


The story shifts to Naomi and we see sweet providence come full circle for Naomi.

The women who asked in chapter one, “Is that you, Naomi?” now proclaim her as blessed by 
Yahweh, who has provided a redeemer.


Now what is this redeemer to Naomi?


1. He is a restorer of life!

lit. “cause life to return” 
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-returning and repentance. That great theme of chapter 1.

What Naomi once said in the depths of her pain- “Yahweh has caused me to return with 
nothing”- is turned to a redeemer being provided who will “cause life to return.”


What does this mean for us? The difficult truth that God is in control of absolutely everything 
gives way to the overwhelming glory that God can cause life to return.


Have you made a mess of everything?

Had a bad decade?

Hear the words of God to his people in the book of Joel.


	 “The threshing floors shall be full of grain;

	 	 the vats shall overflow with wine and oil.

	 I will restore to you the years

	 	 that the swarming locust has eaten,

	 the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter,

	 	 my great army, which I sent among you. 


Joel 2:24–25


The people of God in the book of Joel had rebelled against their Creator. They had made a 
mess of everything. And God sent a locust horde to desolate their crops, that they might be 
awakened to the true state of their poverty. And then he promises to them. I will restore to you 
the years the locusts ate away.
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This is prophecy and promise is fulfilled in the coming of the Holy Spirit.


Are you empty? Bankrupt? Can’t see how God could restore all the years you’ve wasted?

Turn to Christ. Trust in him and the moment you trust in Christ, God’s Spirit will fill you and 
begin the great work of causing life to return. Of restoring the years the locusts had eaten.


2. He is a nourisher of old age


	“Listen to me, O house of Jacob,

		 all the remnant of the house of Israel,

	who have been borne by me from before your birth,

		 carried from the womb;

	even to your old age I am he,

		 and to gray hairs I will carry you.

	I have made, and I will bear;

		 I will carry and will save.

Isaiah 46:3–4


this also, though brings into focus the fact that this redeemer is not Boaz. How will Boaz be 
Naomi’s nourisher in her old age?


3. He is more than enough


for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has given 
birth to him.

Ruth 4:15b


The author is explicitly saying that Ruth is more to her than seven sons.

-you know what’s better than the six-measures of grain Naomi received? The lovingkindness 
seen in Ruth, more than seven sons.


What this, by extension, means is that this son is already more than enough!


Christian, what God has in his grace given to you is GRACE. Undeserved. 

If you don’t see the riches of the treasures you have in Christ, no earthly gift will ever be 
enough for you. You’ll be as a person who has millions in the bank, but lives in poverty.


Sweet Providence for Israel (v17) 

And the women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born to 
Naomi.” They named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.

Ruth 4:17


This is lone example of a community naming a child. 
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-I wonder how many Israelites cried out to God for a deliverer in the time of the Judges. 

-I wonder if they asked for just a better judge than last time, if they started looking around and 
asking for a king. Undoubtedly people were crying out to God.


What we see in the providence of Obed is the providence of the greatest King Israel would ever 
have. 


 Hubbard Jr., Robert L. The Book of Ruth. NICOT, 274.33
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From this, we would be wise to learn that every prayer, pursued far enough, will turn to praise


All [true] prayer, pursued far enough, becomes praise. Any prayer, no matter how 
desperate its origin, no matter how angry and fearful the experiences it traverses, ends 
in up praise. It does not always get there quickly or easily—the trip can take a lifetime—
but the end is always praise ... There are intimations of this throughout the Psalms. Not 
infrequently, even in the middle of a terrible lament, defying logic and without transition, 
praise erupts ...


Psalm 150 does not stand alone; four more hallelujah psalms are inserted in front of it 
so that it becomes the fifth of five psalms that conclude the Psalter. These five 
hallelujah psalms are extraordinarily robust ... [This means] no matter how much we 
suffer, no matter our doubts, no matter how angry we get, no matter how many times 
we have asked in desperation “How long?”, prayer develops finally into praise. 
Everything finds its way to the doorstep of praise. This is not to say that other prayers 
are inferior to praise, only that all prayer pursued far enough, becomes praise ... Don’t 
rush it. It may take years, decades even, before certain prayers arrive at the hallelujahs, 
at Psalms 146-150. Not every prayer is capped off with praise. In fact, most prayers, if 
the Psalter is a true guide, are not. But prayer is always reaching toward praise and will 
finally arrive there.


So ... our lives fill out in goodness. Earth and heaven meet in an extraordinary 
conjunction. Clashing cymbals announce the glory. Blessing. Amen. Hallelujah.

—Eugene Peterson, Answering God, quoted in Tim Keller, Prayer: Experiencing Awe 
and Intimacy with God


God is always doing 10,000 things 
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Now we have a genealogy in front of us. This isn’t the thing to speed read. I want us to get 
goosebumps when we read this. Because in reading this, we are surveying our Savior.


Survey the Savior (v18-22) 

Now these are the generations of Perez: Perez fathered Hezron, Hezron fathered Ram, 
Ram fathered Amminadab, Amminadab fathered Nahshon, Nahshon fathered Salmon, 
Salmon fathered Boaz, Boaz fathered Obed, Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered 
David. 

Ruth 4:18-22


The genealogy begins with Perez and stretches 10 generations. There are 10 names present. 
Instead of the 10 years of barrenness we saw in Ruth 1:4, the last mention of 10 will be of life. 


In the Bible, genealogies are everything! They are your history and your inheritance. There are 
two other men in the Bible who have genealogies that stretch 10 generations- Noah and 
Abraham.


What is unique about these to men is God made covenants with them for Israel. To Noah, he 
promised to never destroy mankind by a flood again. To Abraham, he promised a son and to 
bless all nations through his seed. This immediately makes us wonder. Is another promise 
about to be made here?
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God will make another covenant with this man of 10 generations. This promise is that David’s 
throne will be established forever. The Messiah will come through David’s line.


David. That forgotten son from the town of Bethlehem would produce in his line, Jesus. The 
eternal Son of God. Ruth was always about giving us more than bread. It was about giving us 
the Bread of Life. It was about more than giving us a son. It was about giving us the Son of 
God. It was about more than a human redeemer. It was about God draped in humanity being 
our Redeemer. It was about more than providing a king for Israel. it was about giving the earth 
the King of Kings.


But this is better than you thought. Maybe you’ve been sitting through these sermons of Ruth 
loving the beauty of what God is doing and admiring the beauty as an outsider.


But you reasons for keeping distance from God and “his people”. You have sin. You have 
shame. And not sin like others seem to have. Not shame like you got a B instead of an A. 
Shame that makes you want to promise you’ll never tell anyone the things you’ve done or that 
have been done to you.


I want to close by telling us about the three women in the genealogy.


Perez was the son of Tamar. Tamar was an outsider who married one of Judah’s sons. The son 
died and Judah promised to give her another one of his sons as a kinsman-redeemer. But he 
was lying and never did. And so desperate and in a terrible situation, Tamar disguised herself 
as a prostitute and slept with her father-in-law Judah and had Perez. Where our genealogy 
begins.


Next we have Salmon. Salmon is the father (or grandfather) of Boaz. He took Rahab and 
together they conceived Boaz. Rahab, you might remember was a prostitute in the land of 
Jericho.


Then we have Ruth, who we’ve become familiar with. Lastly, David will introduce one more 
woman into the genealogy of Jesus- Bathsheba. That woman whom he took advantage of, 
committed adultery with, and had her husband killed.


Now why tell you all of this? As one commentator on this genealogy says:

	“Grace flows where the world may see only shame or cause for rejections.”-Gospel 	 	
Transformation Bible	 


Why would all these people be included in the lineage of the Savior Jesus? Why did Jesus 
come? Well, Matthew makes it abundantly clear for us after the genealogy he provides


She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.

Matthew 1:21


Man or woman, struggling with shame. Jesus came in the lineage of people who had done 
shameful things and had shameful things done to them. He came to pay for sins. Real sins. 
Sins that demand the wages of death. Sins that damn people to hell. He came to pay it instead 
of you. And he hung on a cross. Exposed. Despising the shame. What he has provided is 
forgiveness for the things you have done. He was a friend of sinners. He chose his lineage. And 
so let there be no doubt- if you are in Christ, Jesus is not ashamed to call you brother. To call 
you sister.
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He is the restorer of life. He will be nourisher of your old age. He is able to save to the 
uttermost. He is more to us than seven sons. He is the Son of Abraham! He is the Son of Boaz! 
He is the Son of David! He is Jesus! He has saved us from our sins!


Hope-for Marks of Ruth

1. A hunger and thirst to know God in His Word

2. A commitment to embrace being a man or woman of God!

3. Laying our anchors in the character and attributes of God- namely his sovereignty and 

providence

4. An all-consuming love for the revealed Christ of the Scriptures


