
Reality – Bible Lesson for April 5, 2020 – 4th – 5th Grades 
 

Lessons for the Easter Season 
Lesson 2:  Palm Sunday 

 
 

1. Lesson:  Palm Sunday 
2. Scripture: Matthew 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:29-44; and John 12:12-19 
3. Memory Verse: “Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who 

believes in Me will live, even if they die.  And whoever lives by believing in Me will 
never die.”– John 11:25-26 (repeated from last week) 

4. Mission Story: In two weeks 
5. Bible Skills: Bible Challenges 
6. Materials useful in teaching the lesson - Bible Skills:  downloaded game 
cubes; printed Bible skill challenges and physical challenges (as listed below in “Bible 
Skills” section) glued or taped to sides of game cubes   
 
Bible Skills – Cube: 
http://printables.atozteacherstuff.com/download/cube_outline.pdf 
 
Video you can use to reinforce the story: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSY0YN5aQwE 
 
 
1.First Activity: Pray with your children – then introduce the following game that will 
lead into the Bible story: 

Whisper and Shout: 

Jesus was adored by hundreds of people after he brought Lazarus back from the dead 
and when he entered Jerusalem.  Yet just five days later, when he died on the cross, 
people were calling out for Him to be crucified. What happened?? The religious leaders 
spread lies that Jesus was not who He said He was, and many people believed them 
and went along with the crowd.  

Let’s see if we can keep our facts straight by playing a game sort of like “Telephone” 
except we’re going to use facts about Palm Sunday.  

Instructions 

1. Have your children of all ages sit in a circle. 
2. Pick one child to start the game and whisper one of the facts about Palm Sunday 
(listed below) into the ear of one of the children. It’s okay to get some words wrong, so 
long as the facts remain the same.  
3. Have the first child whisper the same in the child’s ear who is to the right of them. 
4. Continue step three until each child has had something whispered in their ear. 

http://printables.atozteacherstuff.com/download/cube_outline.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSY0YN5aQwE


5. The last child should repeat the Palm Sunday statement aloud. 
6. Ask the class if the facts that were repeated at the end were correct. Play again by 
having the last child become the person that starts the next game. 
7. Play as long as you wish. 
 
Palm Sunday Facts for Game –  

1. Jesus sent two disciples into a village to get a donkey and her colt. 
2. Jesus told the two disciples he sent that if anyone asks why they are taking the 

donkeys to say, “The Lord has need of them.” 
3. Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the donkey. This fulfilled a prophecy found in 

Zechariah 9:9. 
4. The first thing people shouted after spreading palm branches in the road is 

“Hosanna, Son of David!” 
5. When the Pharisees told Jesus to tell His disciples to stop, Jesus said “If they 

keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 
 

 
2.Bible Story:  (Please notice the bold print Bible verses. This is designed so 
that you can stop and let the children take turns reading these verses out 
loud)  
 
 
Today is Palm Sunday. It’s the day Christians remember the entrance of Jesus into 
Jerusalem only a few days before His death on the Cross. Jesus entering Jerusalem 
might seem like a simple story but something much bigger is happening than what we 
may imagine. It’s such an important part of the Easter story that all four Gospels in the 
New Testament have sections written about it. Let’s begin by reading John 12:12-16 
out loud… 
 
“The next day the large crowd that had come for the feast heard that Jesus was on his 
way to Jerusalem. So, they took branches from palm trees and went out to meet him. 
They shouted, “Hosanna!”  “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Blessed is the king of Israel!” Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it. This is just as 
it is written in Scripture. It says, “City of Zion, do not be afraid. See, your king is 
coming. He is sitting on a donkey’s colt.” (Zechariah 9:9) At first, Jesus’ disciples did not 
understand all this. They realized it only after he had received glory. Then they realized 
that these things had been written about him. They realized that these things had been 
done to him.” 
 
Did you catch the part that let us know this is not just an ordinary entrance into 
Jerusalem? In verse 16, John wrote, “At first, Jesus’ Disciples did not understand all 
this.” It may be hard for us to understand too, so let’s look at some things that might 
help us see the great importance of this event. First – Jesus was coming into Jerusalem. 
He had just brought Lazarus back to life and now a huge following of people, who knew 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zech.9.9&version=NIRV


about this miracle, were shouting that He was their conquering King. They hoped that 
perhaps He would deliver them in a revolt against Rome. They didn’t see Him as their 
Savior from their sins.  
 
Jesus left Bethany and was heading up to Jerusalem from the east – coming up the 
road from Jericho. He and His disciples reached the town of Bethphage, which is less 
than a mile from Jerusalem. Many more people were coming up the road headed to 
Jerusalem for the Passover feast.  
 
(You may need to remind the children that the Passover feast was a time to celebrate 
when the Spirit of God passed over all the houses which had the blood of a lamb put 
over them, during the time Moses led the people away out of slavery in Egypt. God 
wanted His people to have a feast each year to remember His protection and salvation 
forever.)  
 
Mixed in between the groups of people going to Jerusalem would have been around 
250,000 lambs – all walking with and surrounding the One who was about to become 
the true Passover Lamb that would be sacrificed for the sins of the world.  
 
Jesus was coming into Jerusalem and He knew what was going to happen to Him. He 
knew He would be captured and put to death. (Matthew 20:19) Still, He entered the 
city in as public a way as possible. The powerful Jewish religious leaders were in 
Jerusalem. They did not worry much about Jesus’ miracles and His claim to be the 
prophesied King of God’s Kingdom as long as He stayed away from their central city of 
power but coming to Jerusalem was a bold statement. When Jesus headed towards 
Jerusalem, His disciples began to get worried.  
 
Jesus sent two of His disciples to make arrangements for His coming into the city. They 
were to find a donkey and its colt that had never been ridden. God had a plan for 
sending Jesus into the world to be its rescuer – its Savior – since the beginning of time. 
Riding on this colt was part of the plan. Matthew, Mark, and Luke wrote very similar 
detail about how the two disciples got the colt. (Matthew 21:1-6; Mark 11:1-7; 
Luke 19:29-35) In doing so, Jesus fulfilled the prophecy in Zechariah 9:9. Here, it 
was prophesied that Jesus would enter Jerusalem and be worshipped while riding on a 
donkey. When we read further – into Zechariah 9:10-11 – we see the rest of the 
prophecy. The rider is a king – he is victorious, and his rule extends to the ends of the 
earth, but He will do it by bringing peace to all the nations. He takes away the chariots 
and warhorses and comes lowly and riding on a young donkey. And He becomes the 
blood of the covenant. On the night before Jesus is crucified, He told His disciples that 
his death would be the new “blood of the covenant”. (Matthew 26:28) 
 
When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the colt, the people lined up in the street and 
formed a procession that was like a parade. They started shouting Hosanna! Blessed is 
He who comes in the name of the Lord!  These words came from Psalm 118:26. The 



cry of Hosanna is a Hebrew word that means praise and adoration, but it also is a cry 
for salvation – “save now.” They took their cloaks off and put them on the ground in 
front of the donkey Jesus was riding. Many of them only had one coat so they were 
giving great honor to Jesus. They also waved palm branches to honor Jesus. 
 
The pilgrims in Jerusalem had seen many of Jesus’ miracles and were giving a 
proclamation that Jesus was their conquering Messiah and their King. But, not everyone 
in Jerusalem wanted Jesus to be King. To the Jewish leaders that were against Jesus, 
His entrance on a donkey was a statement that Jesus was proclaiming to be the 
Messiah. The waving of palm branches and laying of coats on the road were actions 
reserved only for kings. The Pharisees told Jesus to rebuke (give stern disapproval to) 
His followers, so they would stop calling Him Messiah or King. Jesus responded that this 
proclamation must happen. “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will 
cry out.” (Luke 19:40)  
 
The religious leaders began to plot together to have Jesus killed. The crowd didn’t 
understand that Jesus was coming to do exactly what they were asking for – the 
meaning of Hosanna. He was coming to help them and to save them. They were right 
to expect that Jesus had come to Jerusalem to establish God’s Kingdom. But they were 
wrong in how they expected He would do it.  

 

All history had pointed to this time. This event marked the official presentation of Jesus 
to the nation of Israel as the rightful Messiah that was prophesied in Daniel 9:25-26.  
Daniel prophesized the very day that the Messiah would come to Jerusalem and it 
happened, just as he said. Before the week was over, Jesus would make the ultimate 
sacrifice to become the Lamb of God.  
 
So today, as we think about the importance of Palm Sunday, let’s grab our palm 
branches and praise our King – remembering that Jesus answered the cry of “Hosanna 
– God save us!” with a Cross.  
 
 
3.Bible Exploration – Checking for Understanding: 
 

1. What did Jesus send 2 disciples to get for him? (a colt [or a donkey and her 
colt]) 

2. What were the disciples to say if anyone questioned them for taking the 
donkey? (The Lord needs them) 

3. Why were the pilgrims coming to Jerusalem? (for the Passover feast) 

4. Which prophet wrote about a king riding a donkey? (Zechariah) 



5. Who was the king that Zechariah wrote about? (Jesus)  

6. What does it mean if a king rides a donkey? (They are coming to make peace) 

7. Why did the people lay their robes and palm branches on the path before 
Jesus? (They were treating Him as royalty) 

8. What did the Pharisees ask Jesus to do to His followers? (Rebuke them – tell 
them to stop shouting His praises.) 

9. How did Jesus answer them? (Jesus said, “If they [meaning His followers] 
kept quiet, the stones would cry out.”) 

10. Which prophet told the historical time when Jesus would enter Jerusalem as 
the proclaimed Messiah?  (Daniel) 

 
4. Prayer/Journaling: 
 
Say: This is our third lesson on “How Do I Hear God Speak to Me?” You follow God by 
listening. God has a plan for your life, and He wants you to follow it. You can trust that 
God’s plan for your life is the best. When you belong to Jesus, you will hear and know 
His voice. But, sometimes, this requires you to be still. 

Tell your children - We’re going to do an activity…We’re going to go outside, and I want 
you to find a quiet place to sit by yourself. For one minute, close your eyes and listen to 
everything around you. I’ll let you know when it’s time to stop and come back inside 
then we’ll talk about what you heard.  Let’s go… 

(After you come back inside, ask these questions) 

1. What was the easiest thing for you to hear? 

2. What was the hardest thing for you to hear? 

3. What made it difficult to listen? 

You can hear God speak through the Bible, when you go to Him in prayer, and when 
you stay very still and listen to Him. Can someone read Proverbs 8:32-35 for us. 

Time for Prayer:  Dear God, please allow me to hear you. I pray for your guidance in 
following your plans for me. [Let’s take time now to pray for our families, our church, 
our world, and for each other.  (Take prayer requests)] 
 
 
5.Mission Story:  In two weeks 
 



6.Bible Skills  Bible Challenges 

1. Download two of the cube templates and tape the following directions on the cubes, 
as follows: 
 

 
 
 
2. Print a set of 6 Bible skill challenges to tape to the sides of one cube: 

• Say the books of Law 
• Say the books of Poetry 
• Say the Gospels 
• Say the Major Prophets 
• Say the Minor Prophets 
• Say the books of Old Testament History 

 
3. Print a set of 6 physical challenges to tape to the sides of the second cube: 
• While Hopping on One Foot 
• While Bobbing Your Head 
• While Doing Jumping Jacks 
• While Turning Around 
• While Jogging in Place 
• While Standing on One Foot 

 
How to Play: 
Challenge the kids to roll game cubes to determine a Bible skill and a physical challenge 
to perform simultaneously. 
 
 
7.Memory Verse:  Have the children say the memory verse one more time –  “Jesus 
said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in Me will live, 
even if they die.  And whoever lives by believing in Me will never die.”– John 11:25-26  
(This is the same verse they had last week. Please repeat the same game.) 
 
 
Play – My Part is Coming 
 

http://ministry-kids.s3.amazonaws.com/kidsministry/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2016/08/Cubes.png


You will say the first phrase of the verse. Your child (or children) will say the second 
part of the verse, you will say the third part of the verse, etc. This continues through all 
six parts of the verse. Finally, the last turn says the reference (the seventh part). The 
process involves seven turns. Do this several times so everyone has a chance to say 
part of the verse. You can break it apart like this…1 –“Jesus said to her”…2 – “I am the 
resurrection and the life.”…3 – “Anyone who believes in Me will live”…4 – “even if they 
die.”…5 – “and whoever lives by believing in Me”…6 – “will never die.”  7 - “John 11:25-
26” 
 
 
8. Closing Prayer:  Lead the children in a closing prayer. Encourage your 
child/children to also say their own individual prayers about any additional concerns 
they have. Don’t forget to pray for missionaries.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


